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I]&ﬂg eaﬁy {I@ M ﬁm am ambulances, rescue squads, radios, cell phones, and hospitals.

Electricity, funning water, food, lights to see by at night, shelter from the rain—we can hardly imagine life with-
out them. We have emergency plans, Incident Command Systems, Mass Casualty Event strategies, blood banks,
weather satellites, early warning systems, the National Guard, and evacuation routes. When the big bad thing
happens, we simply run over, break the glass, pull the lever, and help comes with lights flashing and sirens blar-
ing. Hurt people will be in the hospital within the hour; food, water, and blankets will be distributed without
delay; the fire will be put out; and power will surge right back on to keep the steaks frozen and the DVD player
spinning. Our world is civilized and ordered, right?

Maybe not.
! . . Pre-history to present, Pompeil, Italy,
d’sordered a d’saster Sampfer Mt. Vesuvius, volcanic eruptions {(many),
untold thousands killed, cities & villages

repeatedly destroyed; current emergency
plans call for evacuation of 600,000

March 27, 1964, Alaska, January 4-10, 1998, northeast US & R SRR

earthquake & tsunami, southeast Canada, ice storm, 35 dead peapie wiihin 7 k_||ometers of peakwhen
131 dead, huge tectonic (many form hypothermia), 945 injuries, nextmajer eruptiovoccars.
displacement (9m) people cut off for days, services and l."

destroyed roads,

utilities disrupted for weeks. f 1988, Armenia, earthquake,
buildings, ports.

| 100,000 dead, tens of thousands
/' injured, countryside devastated.

October 17, 1989, San
Francisco, CA, earthquake,
68 dead, hundreds injured,
metro EMS services \
stretched nearly to the
breaking point.

1976, Tangshan, China,
/ earthquake, 90% of city
destroyed, at least 250,000
dead, took ten years to
rebuild city.

September 11, 2001, New York,
Washington, DC, Pennsylvania, ___
coordinated terrorist attacks using
commercial jetliners, 2993 dead,
6300+ injured, EMS services nearly
obliterated in NYC.

1923, Tokyo, Japan, earthquake,
1/3 of city destroyed, 14,000+ killed.

August 17, 1999, lzmit, Turkey,
earthquake, tremendous damage
to cities , towns, industry (e.g. oil
refineries), 45,000 killed, .5 million
homeless, rescue teams from
around the world came to help.

August 29, 2005, New
Orleans, LA, Hurricane
Katrina, 1836 dead,
thousands injured, city in
ruins, victims trapped by
flood waters for many days.

1991, Bangladesh, flooding

May 31, 1970, Yungay and vicinity, Peru, | (for the umpteenth time),

earthquake and subsequent avalanche, | 139,000 dead,

47,194 dead, 19,600 missing, 143,331 | infrastructure destroyed. ’
injured, several towns wiped off the face | December 26, 2004, Southeast Asia,
of the earth. | Tsunami, 229,866 dead, tens of thou-

| sands injured, infrastructure destroyed.

1996, West Africa, meningitis, 25,000
dead, 100,000 infected, health care
services unable to keep up, cultural
issues caused delays in treatment.

()
Nat'U\ral dlS‘&S‘t‘@l’S have increased four-fold in the last two decades, from 120 to nearly 500 per year,

(at least one major disaster each day) according to an Oxfam report released late last year. Most of these
are storms and floods, and they hit the poorest nations of our planet the hardest—more than 250 million
people in South Asia, Africa, and Mexico were affected just in 2007. While there are ongoing debates as to
why this is happening (global climate change is considered a likely culprit), no one argues about the end
result: more and more people are at risk for being caught in a disastrous situation where EMS response will
be overwhelmed or delayed, and basic human needs (food, clothing, water, shelter) will be lacking.
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